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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Marian Boberschmidt, OSF 

In the gospel we read Jesus predicted to his friends some troubling 
news.  Judas betrayal, Peter’s denial , and Jesus leaving them in a 
short time.  Of course his disciples were shaken up, upset and 
anxious and possibly shocked.  Who wouldn’t be, asking particularly, 
WHY are you leaving us? Jesus reassured them saying “once I’m 
gone, I’ll be with you in a new way.”  I will never leave you, even 
if you have a hard time finding me the way you used to.  “Jesus, 
help me trust that you are with me always, come and calm my 
fears.” 

In today’s world even with social distancing … Loving generous 
thanks is spreading BEAUTY over the earth via the rational support 
some many need.  “ Be at peace Jesus said.  Don’t be afraid.” 

Today we bless all mothers, all those known and those not known.  
We look to Mary, wondering 
about her life with her Son, 
Jesus.  Reality initiates our 
thoughts.  Thus we look around 
and see or hear of homeless 
mother, immigrant/refugee 
mothers, mothers, in prison, 
abused mothers, mother’s 
having difficult relationships, 
women desiring a child, women 
mothering those in need, 
women suffering from 
COVID19.  If the church 
desires to honor the full scope 
of Mother’s Day, it should look 
for ways to acknowledge and 
embrace the Entire complex 
Universe of ways that people 
experience it.  



Fifth Tuesday of Easter 
Carley Brunner 

Perseverance and Peace. 

In Acts, Paul is dragged out of the city to be stoned, but he survives. 
What does he do after that? Is he so afraid that he goes into hiding? No. 
Instead he travels to: Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, Pisidia, 
Pamphylia, Perga, Attalia. “They strengthened the spirits of the disciples 
and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, “It is necessary for 
us to undergo many hardships to enter the Kingdom of God.”” During 
this challenging time of isolation and illness, may we not lose heart and 
persevere in our faith, bringing it to others. We may not be able to travel 
as Paul did, but we can Facetime, call, text, email others, so they know 
they are not alone. The simple act of reaching out to others will help us 
also. 
  

The Gospel begins with “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled or afraid.” That verse is a good one to meditate on in the quiet 
of our homes, perhaps with a lit candle, or little statue of a saint or Mary, 
or a painted picture, etc. to look at during meditation. Be still and know. 

Know that God is with 
us, we are never 
alone. Feel God’s 
presence to feel peace 
in your heart, mind, 
body and soul, no 
matter what the past, 
present or future 
holds. “Do not be 
afraid” - St Pope John 
Paul II 

Fifth Monday of Easter 
Deb Perotta 

What would make Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary trip at Iconium 
and then Lystra so unsuccessful? At Lystra after witnessing the healing 
of a crippled man how could the crowd turn this miracle of God’s into 
a miracle of Zeus and believe that Paul was Zeus and Barnabas was 
Hermes? Is it because it is easier to hold onto what we have believed to 
be true and have it distort an open mind to what actually is true, even if 
it is different than our established paradigm. 

Then in the gospel Jesus seems perplexed in attempting to have the 
Apostles understand the message of love and his relationship with the 
Father. He ends by telling them of the Advocate to come, the Holy 
Spirit, who will bring understanding and remind them of all that Jesus 
has taught. 

It is through the here present Holy Spirit that we can be open to see, 
hear and act on the message of Jesus, of our triune God. To daily 
reevaluate our understanding of life, of our purpose and the call of God 
to each of us and our response to that call. 

What paradigms am I holding onto rather than seeing the truth? Am I 
open and mindful to the presence of the Holy Spirit in my life? 



Fourth Thursday of Easter 
Jennifer Gravert 

What comes to mind when you think about being friends with Jesus? 
I’m not talking about a Woody and Buzz Lightyear friendship (although 
what they have is sweet), but a deep, intimate relationship with God. In 
today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “I have called you friends…not a slave but a 
friend.” (John 15:15). Slavery makes me think of merit and always 
having to act to prevent punishment, but friendship makes me think of 
grace, kindship and freedom. Perhaps divine friendship is difficult to 
fathom. It may be easier to comprehend earning love, and preventing 
punishment. Jesus calls us into complete joy in friendship with him. He 
joins us in our suffering, loves us with a merciful, endless love and calls 
us “friends.” Jesus invites us to share sacred meal with him and brings 
us into the incarnation. The relationship is inclusive, welcoming and 
real. This friendship has reciprocity, each of us investing in our 
relationship with Christ in receiving the Eucharist, being authentic with 
those around us, showing love, and scooting over and making room at 
the table. Jesus wants us to experience wholeness. He calls us into 
relationship “so that your joy may be complete.” (John 15:11) 

Fifth Wednesday 
of  Easter 
Fr. Paul J. Niemann

In the mid- 19th century, the great vineyards of France were struck by a 
blight. A species of aphid from America devastated the native French 
grapevines.  The solution was to transplant American stocks, resistant to 
the disease, and graft the prized French vines to them.   

Like beautiful grapevines, we are made in the image and likeness of 
God. We share in the work of creation, to bring to an ever-richer 
fruitfulness all entrusted to our care. The sad story of the human race is 
that we also suffer from a blight, the infection of sin, introduced by the 
enemy of our human nature.  In Isaiah 5:1-7 we read about a prized 
vine, perhaps an imported variety, that was planted with the best of care. 
It was an utter disappointment: instead of faithfulness and loving-
kindness, God’s people brought forth injustice and violence. 

God, the wise vine-grower, planted among us a new stock: Jesus, like us 
in every way.  Jesus suffered all the consequences of sin, even death.  
Yet Jesus was without sin, for he was always of one heart and mind with 
God, his Father.   

Through faith and baptism, we are grafted on to this Vine. Our health 
and vitality are restored.  United to the Son of God, we not only 
produce the prized fruit of authentic humanity, but also the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26). One with Jesus, and faithful in living 
his Word, we do even greater works than he, for we extend the reign of 
God into the whole world (John 14:12; see also Psalm 80:8-18).      



Fifth Friday of Easter 
Michael Ohlman 

Love One Another, 
    such a simple command. 
  Love one another.  
We are to lay down our life   
 for our friends. 
Love one another.   
     Even love the other.  
  Lay down your life  
  for the other.   
Love one another.  
  I chose you to bear fruit, 
   for friends, 
   for the other.    
Love One Another 

And how do I do this?   Some pretty obvious ways to love are well-
known and some (many) are difficult and challenging.   Making the 
"right" choice in our loving sometimes seems impossible.   Can't we 
simply "love one another" as Jesus loves us? 

Really?  Jesus is the Son of God!  That seems to give him a head start.  
How can we possibly, follow, or even catch up to Him?   

Ah!  This isn’t a race or a contest.  Jesus told us to “Ask the Father for 
anything in my name and He will give it to you.”  Well, I will ask for 
the ability to love one another completely and it will be mine.  Jesus 
also said “If you had the faith of a mustard seed … nothing will be 
impossible for you”, even loving one another.   

Imagine a perfect community,  a night-time gathering of people simply 
"loving one another,” singing and beating drums.   Isn't this a lovey-
dovey scene?  Let's just send those doves flying back a couple 
chapters, say, to the "one about" Jesus spelling it out to the crowd.   
We call it the Beatitudes.  Here, in detail, Jesus instructs us how to 
“Love One Another.” (It’s not just sining kumbaya around the 
campfire.  It’s s’mores.)

Fifth Saturday of Easter 
Linda Pallmann 
Interesting that Paul, one of the most influential leaders of the early 
church, knew his audience so well, that he had Timothy circumcised, so 
Timothy would be accepted as a follower.  In fact, Timothy became a 
companion and missionary helper to Paul.  "Paul was prevented  by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the message in the province of Asia.”.  Asia does 
not refer to the continent, but to the Roman province of that name and 
included such famous cities as Ephesus, and Smyma.  Did the Holy 
Spirit come to Paul in a dream, or was there a deep feeling within him 
telling him not to go? Do we get feel those messages and how do we 
react when the feeling occurs? 

In the gospel Jesus tells us we were chosen by Him to be out of this 
world.  Goodness nowadays seems to sometimes offend people.  Evil 
can be more alluring than love.  Money, success, fame, power can be the 
“gods” of this world.  Jesus reminds us of his love for us and how we 
have a  higher calling, not to the things of this world, but to our 
Heavenly Father.  Focus on the important things in this life and be open 
to guidance from the Holy Spirit. 


