
Dear parishioners, 

 This coming Thursday, April 30, is the feast of our parish patron, Pope St. Pius V. 

 I know many of us are anxious for life to get back to normal, and many of us are anxious about 
what that “normal” will be.  Pope Pius also lived in a time of great anxiety. He asked all Christians to 
pray, and in particular to ask the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary by praying the Rosary. 

 So I invite you to join me in praying the Rosary on April 30, St Pius’ feast day, at whatever time is 
best for you.   

 The Rosary invites us into meditation. For me, the Rosary sometimes means to sit still for 15 
minutes. Other days, I like to pray it as I walk, a good way to “reset” in the middle of a busy day. 

Pray as best you can; if you have young children maybe all you can do is pray one Our Father 
and a few Hail Mary’s.  Another saint who often preached the devotion of the Rosary, St Louis de 
Montfort, wrote, It is not so much the length of a prayer, but the fervor with which it is said which 
pleases Almighty God and touches His Heart. One single Hail Mary that is said properly is worth more 
than one hundred and fifty that are badly said.   I think of a Rosary as 50 opportunities for that one, 
heartfelt Hail Mary, prayed with the faith of Our Lady as she said “yes” to God.  

I commend these intentions to your prayer: 

• the end of the pandemic: the healing of the sick and the relief of their care-givers,  
• renewed strength for all who serve our country and our community, especially first 

responders, health care workers, and all who provide for our needs; 
• the unemployed, and our neighbors who are struggling more than ever in this time; 
• our parish, that we will continue to grow in love for God, in unity among ourselves, and 

in service to our neighbors. 

Finally, on April 30, our parish church will be open for prayer from 7:30 until 10:00 AM, and 
again from 6:00 until 7:30 PM.  If you are in the neighborhood, stop in for a moment of rest with our 
Lord. 

May our good and gracious God be with you and bless you. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon,  

Fr Paul 

 

 

  


