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Pastor, Rev. Paul J. Niemann (Ext. 207)  
PaulNiemann@archstl.org 
 
Deacons, Patrick McCruden & Br. Joseph Paul Albin, O.P. 
 
Priest in Residence, Rev. Stephen En Suan Lian 
 
Immigrant & Refugee Ministry,  
Leslie Dao (Ext. 204)  
irofficestpv@gmail.com 
 
Parish Nurse, Diane Huck, RN  (Ext. 206)    
spvparishnurse@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council 
Paul Lynch (paul.lynch@slu.edu); Deb Torres (pono4all@sammzz.com); Chris Lloyd 
(kandomom2@att.net); 
Dave Murphy (dtamurphy@gmail.com); Judy Kreitner (jkreitner@hotmail.com); Tom 
Brinkmann (tbrnkmnn@gmail.com); Michael Stephen  (mhstephan@aol.com) 
 
St. Frances Cabrini Academy   
Caroline Koetting, Principal. 
3022 Oregon Avenue, St. Louis, MO  63118        
Phone:  776-0883  — FAX:  776-4912 

South City Parish School of Religion  
Nancy Haselhorst, CRE. 
Phone:  773-3070, stl.scdpsr@gmail.com 
 
Baptism of Children:  The parents’ preparation session is usually held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm.   Please call the parish office for more information and to 
register for the session.   
 

Anointing of the Sick:  The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is available upon 
request, especially before surgery or hospitalization.   
 

Marriage:  St. Pius V Church is available for weddings of parishioners only.  Engaged 
couples should contact the Pastor as soon as possible after engagement and at least six 
months prior to the wedding  
 

Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor,    
Ext. 200  
piusvrectory@sbcglobal.net 
 
Parish Office:  Phone:  772-1525 + Extension;  FAX  772-5615 
Parish Office Hours:   
 Tue-Thurs  8:30-–4pm   
 
Bulletin Deadline:       Monday at Noon  

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today’s Mass begins with an invitation: 
 

 Dear sisters and brothers, since the beginning of Lent until now we have prepared our hearts by penance and 
charitable works. Today we gather together to herald with the whole Church the beginning of the celebration of our 
Lord’s Paschal Mystery, that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrection. 
 

 Though we cannot all be together today in Church, we can—and should—be together in prayer, in love for one 
another, in gratitude for all that God continues to do for us. 
 

 The words “Paschal Mystery” mean that everything Jesus accomplished for us in his death and resurrection is 
not limited by time or space. Jesus’ complete gift of himself on the cross brought God’s infinite mercy to every human 
being in every age, every place. A traditional morning prayer describes this offering of Jesus as the means for the 
salvation of souls, reparation for sin, and the unity of all Christians; healing, restoration, reconciliation.  Jesus’ 
offering continues as we celebrate the Eucharist, as the first disciples did, as our ancestors in the faith did, as we do 
here in our parish church (I Corinthians 11:23-26).  
 

 These days of Holy Week, and especially the three great days at the end of this week, are like a Mass in slow 
motion, allowing us to absorb and appreciate all the various aspects of the holy sacrifice of Jesus, who has always 
loved us and will love us to the end.  (John 13:1). 
 

 May the Lord be with you in these most holy days. 
 

 Fr. Paul 

Thanks so much to all who are continuing their financial support of our parish.  Our biggest annual fundraising 

event is our Fabulous Fish Fry, which was canceled after only 3 weeks.  We are grateful to those who have 

made special donations to our parish in this season. 

Our St Vincent de Paul Conferences also thank you for your generosity as we continue to serve our neighbors in 

need. 
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SEEING CHRIST CLEARLY 

 We start today looking through the portals of Jerusalem, seeing crowds of people, cheering and waving palm branches in the air. The 
whole atmosphere is one of joy, triumph, and celebration. We can get distracted or enthralled by the scene, and not see clearly the features 
of Jesus as he enters. But our readings from Isaiah and Paul’s letter to the Philippians clarify his features for us. He is the Suffering Servant, 
meek and mute before his captors and persecutors; he is the very image of the unseen God, yet will not clutch at equality with God before 
he endures his final confrontation in humility. Isaiah and Paul help us “behold the Lamb of God” before we hear the story of his final and 
greatest confrontation. It is important that we see Christ clearly before we hear the account of his passion, for we—his Body through      
baptism, the church—now bear his face. We must, with him, enter into this time of trial so we can, also with him, enter into his final triumph. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Excerpts from a sermon by St Leo the Great, pope and doctor of the Church (+ 461) 
Note:  In Jewish tradition, the words of Scripture were interpreted with four levels of meaning, ranging from the 
literal to the mystical. In previous centuries, a similar method was used in Christianity. In the following sermon, 
St Leo explains Matthew 27:51-54, near the end of the Passion Gospel,  in a “moral” sense. That is, the natural 
phenomena at the death of the Lord symbolize the emotions, or movements in the soul that a Christian should 
feel as we meditate on today’s Passion Gospel. St Leo also refers to other passages of Scripture, such as the 
Garden of Eden, to open for us the meaning of Christ’s death.  [Fr Paul] 
 

 True reverence for the Lord’s passion means fixing the eyes of our heart on Jesus crucified and recognizing in him 
our own humanity. 
 The earth – our earthly nature – should tremble at the suffering of its Redeemer. The rocks – the hearts of 
unbelievers – should burst asunder. The dead, imprisoned in the tombs of their mortality, should come forth, the 
massive stones now ripped apart. Foreshadowings of the future resurrection should appear in the holy city, the Church 
of God: what is to happen to our bodies should now take place in our hearts. 
 No one, however weak, is denied a share in the victory of the cross. No one is beyond the help of the prayer of 
Christ. His prayer brought benefit to the multitude that raged against him. How much more does it bring to those who 
turn to him in repentance! 
 Ignorance has been destroyed, obstinacy has been overcome. The sacred blood of Christ has quenched the 
flaming sword that barred access to the tree of life. The age-old night of sin has given place to the true light. 
 The Christian people are invited to share the riches of paradise. All who have been reborn have the way open 
before them to return to their native land, from which they had been exiled. Unless indeed they close off for themselves 
the path that could be opened before the faith of a thief. 
 The business of this life should not preoccupy us with its anxiety and pride, so that we no longer strive with all the 
love of our heart to be like our Redeemer, and to follow his example. Everything that he did or suffered was for our 
salvation: he wanted his Body to share the goodness of its Head. 
 First of all, in taking our human nature while remaining God, so that the Word became man, he left no member of 
the human race, the unbeliever excepted, without a share in his mercy. Who does not share a common nature with 
Christ if he has welcomed Christ, who took our nature, and is reborn in the Spirit through whom Christ was conceived? 
 Again, who cannot recognize in Christ his own infirmities? Who would not recognize that Christ’s eating and 
sleeping, his sadness and his shedding of tears of love are marks of the nature of a slave? 
 It was this nature of a slave that had to be healed of its ancient wounds and cleansed of the defilement of sin. For 
that reason the only-begotten Son of God became also the Son of Man. He was to have both the reality of a human 
nature and the fullness of the godhead. 
 The body that lay lifeless in the tomb is ours. The body that rose again on the third day is ours. The body that 
ascended above all the heights of heaven to the right hand of the Father’s glory is ours. If then we walk in the way of his 
commandments, and are not ashamed to acknowledge the price he paid for our salvation in a lowly body, we too are to 
rise to share his glory. The promise he made will be fulfilled in the sight of all: Whoever acknowledges me before men, I 
too will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven. 



DAILY SCRIPTURE READING is an important spiritual practice.  The 

Word Among Us and Magnificat booklets are available each month on 

the tables in back of Church. 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention for April 

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

PRAYER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

Good Friday, 2019 

Lord Jesus, help us to see in your Cross all the crosses of the world: 

the cross of people hungry for bread and for love; 

the cross of people alone and abandoned even by their children and kin; 

the cross of people thirsty for justice and for peace; 

the cross of people who lack the comfort of faith; 

the cross of the elderly who struggle under the weight of years and of loneliness; 

the cross of migrants who find doors closed in fear and hearts armored by political calculations; 

the cross of little ones, wounded in their innocence and their purity; 

the cross of humanity that wanders in the darkness of uncertainty and in the obscurity of temporary culture; 

the cross of families split by betrayal, by the seductions of the evil one or by homicidal levity and selfishness; 

the cross of consecrated people who tirelessly seek to bring your light into the world and feel rejected, derid-
ed and humiliated; 

the cross of consecrated people who, along the way, have forgotten their first love; 

the cross of your children who, while believing in you and seeking to live according to your word, find them-
selves marginalized and rejected even by their families and their peers; 

the cross of our weaknesses, of our hypocrisy, of our betrayals, of our sins and of our many broken promis-
es; 

the cross of your Church that, faithful to your Gospel, struggles to spread your love even among the baptized 
themselves; 

the cross of the Church, your Bride, that feels constantly assailed from within and without; 

the cross of our common home that is gravely withering before our selfish eyes, blinded by greed and by 
power. 

Lord Jesus, revive in us the hope of resurrection and of your definitive victory over all evil and all death. 
Amen! 
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 PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE HOSPITALIZED 

AND FOR ALL THOSE  

                       IN NEED OF HEALING:     
 

Happy Aboflan,  Jeff Adkisson, Nancy Adkisson,  
Ruth Brooks, Debbie Cornelius, Alex Cason, Laura Fazio,  
Maria Tran Thi Gioi, Arnie Heuvelman, Lili Huelman,  
Theresa Johnson, Sr. Dorothy Ann Katke, Carol King,  
Sr. Bea Klebba, Chuck Loeb, Michelle Mondello, Betty Mues,  
Debbie Perotta, Tom Roche, Teresita Sanchez, “Corky” Schultz, 
Shirley Tabaka, Tracy Unger, Ray Winkeler. 

 ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 

might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him.”  

John 3:16-17 

The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all Catholics, so that we too 

might have eternal life. Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:  

 

Good Friday (April 10, 2020) is a day of abstinence (refraining from meat) for all Catholics from age 14 onwards.  On Good 

Friday, fast, as well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59.  

Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast means one full meal a day, with two  smaller meals and nothing between meals 

(liquids are permitted). No Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this obligation.  

We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance.  

APRIL 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and GOD’S BLESSINGS:   

 

1st Mary Ann Waeltermann; 3rd Arline Schmiedeke;  

11th Sue Clavin, Marion Cronin; 12th Charles Mettlach;  

15th Katy Konzen; 19th Sr. Paulette Weindel, CPPS;  

21st Tim Fortune, Julie Knoepp, Fr. Mike Lydon;  

22nd Irving Van Duyne, Deb Torres; 26th Jeff Mudd 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS  and 

GOD’S BLESSINGS:  6th Vince & Christy Estrada (29 yrs); 

30th Harold & Rosalie Duke ( 60 yrs),  

Tom & Alice Roche ( 28 yrs) 

Thank you for your example of married fidelity! 
 

If you would like to see your birthday and/or anniversary in the 

bulletin, please call the Rectory (772-1525, Ext. 200). 

Christ became obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 

because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name which is above every name.  

Philippians 2:8-9 

 

 

   

MASS OFFERINGS  

This week, offerings were given  for  the following intentions:  

Sun Apr 5  Parish Family 

Mon Apr 6  Marie McCruden † 

Tue Apr 7  Winifred Rodgers † 

Wed Apr  8  Helen Szczvka † 

Thu Apr  9  Vincente Phan † 

Fri Apr  10   

Sun Apr  12  Parish Family 

Please remember to bring your Rice Bowl  

offerings to Church when you come for  

individual prayer and/or Confession 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjNntDT0KffAhWIzIMKHazDBHEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Flifeministriesva.com%2Fprayer-requests%2F&psig=AOvVaw3cT-nj60W6bpK89AXIlDF1&ust=1545162337103818
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Draw a line to the picture: 

 

What was placed in Jesus’ path when he       
entered Jerusalem? 
 
What was placed on Jesus’ head before he 
was crucified? 
 
What do we see in Church on Good Friday? 
 
What is the time called beginning on Palm     
Sunday and ending on Holy Saturday? 
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Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
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FREE*
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PROMOTING SEXUALLY EXPLOITIVE MESSAGES

For more information contact:
The National Center on Sexual Exploitation:

440 1st Street NW, Suite 840,
Washington, DC 20001

Email: public@ncose.com     www.EndSexualExploitation.org

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

808100 St Pius V Church www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS
ST. LOUIS HILLS O’FALLON, MO

6759 Chippewa Street 2953 Hwy K
(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) (at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears)

St. Louis, MO 63109 O’Fallon, MO 63368
(314) 644-0643 (636) 379-3705

SHOP ONLINE!  catholicsupply.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
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Holy Week 2020 at St. Pius V Parish 

 After the reading of the Passion Gospel today, the liturgy directs the priest to give “a brief homily.”  I 

have often taken this occasion to encourage the parish to join fully in the celebrations of the Triduum, the 

“Three Days” of our Lord’s Passover.  Here I will describe our plans for this year’s celebrations. 

Holy Thursday, April 9. 

 I will celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper with Fr Steven, Deacon Patrick, and ministers, late on 

Thursday afternoon. Many of the distinctive symbols of the Holy Thursday liturgy will be omitted this year. 

There will not be a procession with the Holy Oils, blessed by Archbishop Carlson earlier in the week. There 

will be no washing of the feet. There will be no festive procession with the gifts for the Eucharist and for the 

food pantry, nor will there be a dressing of the altar. All our attention will be on two main parts of the Mass, 

the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Part of the Eucharist consecrated in this Mass will 

be placed in the Tabernacle for adoration later. 

 Church will be open from 7:00 to 9:00 pm for the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 It is appropriate on this night to read, besides the readings of the Mass, chapters 13 through 17 of St 

John’s Gospel, the words Jesus spoke at the Last Supper.  

Good Friday, April 10. 

 We will all be together in spirit as we fast and pray on this day. I will celebrate the Liturgy of the Lord’s 

Passion in the early afternoon.  

 Church will be open from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, and again from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.   

 Reconciliation (confession) will be available at 3:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.  

 You are invited to pray before the Holy Cross, or to walk the Way of the Cross in Church. The devotion 

of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is especially appropriate today.  

Holy Saturday, April 11. 

 Church remains closed today. This is an optional day of fast and abstinence, in preparation for the 

Easter feast. The Easter Vigil will be celebrated in its essential form, namely the nine Scripture readings, 

Psalms and prayer, concluding with the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

Easter Sunday, April 12. 
 Church will be open for individual prayer from 9:30 to 10:30 am.  I will bless the Easter water at 

Mass that morning and it will be available for you to take home. 

—————— 

Prayer and Celebration Resources for Holy Week and Easter Season 

 Our parish Worship Commission has assembled a number of suggestions for how to celebrate these 

holy days at home and with your family. These will be available  on the parish web site and printed in 

Church.  Special thanks to Marie Andrews for leading this project. 

   —Fr Paul 
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