


FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                       MARCH 29, 2020 

   

Pastor, Rev. Paul J. Niemann (Ext. 207)  
PaulNiemann@archstl.org 
 
Deacons, Patrick McCruden & Br. Joseph 
Paul Albin, O.P. 
 
Priest in Residence, Rev. Stephen En 
Suan Lian 
 
Immigrant & Refugee Ministry,  
Leslie Dao (Ext. 204)  
irofficestpv@gmail.com 
 
Parish Nurse, Diane Huck, RN  (Ext. 
206)    
spvparishnurse@gmail.com 
 
Parish Council 
Paul Lynch (paul.lynch@slu.edu); Deb 
Torres (pono4all@sammzz.com); Chris 
Lloyd (kandomom2@att.net); 
Dave Murphy (dtamurphy@gmail.com); 
Judy Kreitner (jkreitner@hotmail.com); 
Tom Brinkmann (tbrnkmnn@gmail.com); 
Michael Stephen  (mhstephan@aol.com) 
 
St. Frances Cabrini Academy   
Caroline Koetting, Principal. 
3022 Oregon Avenue, St. Louis, MO  
63118        
Phone:  776-0883  — FAX:  776-4912 
 

South City Parish School of Religion  
Nancy Haselhorst, CRE. 
Phone:  773-3070, stl.scdpsr@gmail.com 
 
Baptism of Children:  The parents’ 
preparation session is usually held on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 7pm.   
Please call the parish office for more 
information and to register for the session.   
 

Anointing of the Sick:  The Sacrament 
of the Anointing of the Sick is available 
upon request, especially before surgery or 
hospitalization.   
 

Marriage:  St. Pius V Church is available 
for weddings of parishioners only.  
Engaged couples should contact the 
Pastor as soon as possible after 
engagement and at least six months prior 
to the wedding  
 

Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor,    
Ext. 200  
piusvrectory@sbcglobal.net 
 
Parish Office:  Phone:  772-1525 + 
Extension;  FAX  772-5615 
Parish Office Hours:   
 Tue-Thurs  8:30-–4pm   
 
Bulletin Deadline:       Monday at Noon  

Individual Prayer and Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
We have also been advised by the Archdiocesan Office of Sa-
cred Worship that "Communion services" may not replace Mass, 
as this could result in a gathering exceeding the prescribed  
number of persons. 
  
At the same time, we wish to make our Chapel and Church  
available for individual prayer. 
  

 Saturday,  Church will be open from  4:00 to 5:00 pm. 
 

 Sunday, Church will be open from 9:30 to 10:30 am. 
 

 Monday – Friday,  the Rectory Chapel will be open from 
7:30 to 8:30 am. 
  
Lent remains a time of prayer and penance.  Everyone is  
encouraged to pray and sacrifice for all affected by illness.  
  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available: 

 Saturday, 4:30 pm 

 Sunday, 9:30 am 

Dear Parishioners, 

 We begin today the last weeks of our Lenten journey.  This year, Lent reminds me of a well-planned trip that 
suddenly gives way to things outside our control.  

 In 2014, I took the month of June to walk the Camino de Santiago. The final stage of our journey was a flight from 
Lisbon, Portugal, to Newark and then to St. Louis. The morning of our flight we awoke to the news that all flights to the 
United States were cancelled or delayed due to an Atlantic coast hurricane. After many hours of waiting, we returned to 
America, just in time to meet the storms in the Northeast. So our glorious pilgrimage ended in a motel room in New 
Jersey, for a day and a half, waiting for a flight to St Louis. All I wanted was to come home.  

 Whatever we may have planned to do this Lent, chances are things have changed. The basic disciplines of Lent are 
still available. We can still pray, at home or sometimes at Church. We can still fast, though this year our fasting includes 
the Eucharist. We can still give or do other works of mercy. Our giving will require some creativity. As of this writing, our  

St Vincent de Paul Conferences are still working;  our food pantry is still providing food, our Frassati conference is still 
assisting with rent and utilities. They appreciate your ongoing support. 

————— 

 You may already know that, due to restrictions on gathering, there will be no public Holy Week or Easter liturgies 
this year.  Every year I look forward to the Palm Sunday procession, the solemn evening Mass of Holy Thursday, the 
adoration of the Cross on Good Friday, and the joyful ceremonies of the Easter Vigil. So this is a great disappointment. 

 We will adjust.  The church will be open at various times for your individual prayer during Holy Week.  

 Social distancing challenges us to stay connected as a community of faith. I know that many people use Facebook 
and other social media.  We are sending email messages as best we can. We also have a significant number of 
parishioners who do not have these tools.  This week we are mailing copies of the Way of the Cross to those who do not 
have an e-mail address in our parish directory.   

 Peace be with you … and wash your hands often!                     

   — Fr. Paul 
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 Some thoughts for the Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 29, 2020 

 Before the liturgical reforms of Vatican II, there were several parts to the pre-Easter season. The 

three Sundays before Ash Wednesday were an introduction to Lent. This period was called 

Septuagesima, “seventy,” because it began about seventy days before Easter. Then the forty days of 

Lent began. The fifth and sixth weeks of Lent were called “Passiontide,” looking toward the last days of 

Jesus’ life.  

 One of the customs of Passiontide was to cover or veil the cross and other sacred images in the 

church.  A common explanation is: on the Fifth Sunday of Lent (in the old missal) the Gospel was John 

8:46-59. Some who were listening to Jesus were offended by his words, and attempted to stone him, but 

“he hid himself.”  Another explanation is that we simplify the decoration of the church during Holy Week, 

a kind of visual fasting. (We’re using a light-colored fabric in our church so that the images blend into the 

background.)  Lastly, we realize that when we look at something every day frequently we no longer “see” 

it, like the stuff on my desk. Taking it away or covering it calls our attention to it.  

 In these final weeks of Lent, Jesus invites us to desire more deeply to be with him, to listen more 

attentively to his words. We ask that his cross may be more than an image on the wall; instead, let the 

cross be engraved deeply upon our hearts as the New Covenant with God.   

————— 

 Today’s Gospel is sometimes read at funeral services. The key phrase, I am the resurrection and 

the life, is often sung too.  A few years ago I attended a funeral service for the relative of a parishioner. 

Another priest had been invited to lead the service, which was held in the chapel of a funeral home. 

Father offered an opening prayer and then invited some of the family members to offer words of 

remembrance. One after another we heard about family gatherings and all the things they would miss 

now that grandma had passed away. Though she was a devout Catholic, nothing was said about her 

faith. I thought to myself, would anyone here know that grandma was even a Christian?  Finally, 

someone recalled that grandma had given her a rosary for her confirmation.  

 When the sharing of memories were complete, Father read a portion of today’s Gospel, the 

conversation between Jesus and Martha.  After the reading, Father explained why this reading was 

included. He noted that the raising of Lazarus was the most astounding of Jesus’ miracles, and that this 

miracle led a number of people to believe in Jesus. But, he went on, Jesus worked an even greater 

miracle in the life of your grandma, and that was on the day of her baptism. For Lazarus was returned to 

this life, only to die again later;  in Baptism, grandma was given eternal life.  Father gently encouraged all 

of us to renew our faith in Jesus, and to receive the same, greater miracle in our own lives.  

 This is what Lent is really about: opening our hearts to receive anew the gift of eternal life, first given 

to us on the day of our baptism. We pray and fast and share so that we will realize that everything in this 

life is temporary, and we can (and someday will) do without it.  What God is offering us is the one thing 

we really need, and that gift will never end.  

 I love these words from the book of Revelation 21:4, describing this eternal life: God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor 

pain any more, for the former things have passed away. 

 I hope that these thoughts will bring you an increase of faith and hope and love today. 

— Fr. Paul 



DAILY SCRIPTURE READING is an important spiritual practice.  The 

Word Among Us and Magnificat booklets are available each month on 

the tables in back of Church. 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Prayer Intention for April 

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

PRAYER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

Good Friday, 2019 

Lord Jesus, help us to see in your Cross all the crosses of the world: 

the cross of people hungry for bread and for love; 

the cross of people alone and abandoned even by their children and kin; 

the cross of people thirsty for justice and for peace; 

the cross of people who lack the comfort of faith; 

the cross of the elderly who struggle under the weight of years and of loneliness; 

the cross of migrants who find doors closed in fear and hearts armored by political calculations; 

the cross of little ones, wounded in their innocence and their purity; 

the cross of humanity that wanders in the darkness of uncertainty and in the obscurity of temporary culture; 

the cross of families split by betrayal, by the seductions of the evil one or by homicidal levity and selfishness; 

the cross of consecrated people who tirelessly seek to bring your light into the world and feel rejected, derid-
ed and humiliated; 

the cross of consecrated people who, along the way, have forgotten their first love; 

the cross of your children who, while believing in you and seeking to live according to your word, find them-
selves marginalized and rejected even by their families and their peers; 

the cross of our weaknesses, of our hypocrisy, of our betrayals, of our sins and of our many broken promis-
es; 

the cross of your Church that, faithful to your Gospel, struggles to spread your love even among the baptized 
themselves; 

the cross of the Church, your Bride, that feels constantly assailed from within and without; 

the cross of our common home that is gravely withering before our selfish eyes, blinded by greed and by 
power. 

Lord Jesus, revive in us the hope of resurrection and of your definitive victory over all evil and all death. 
Amen! 
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 PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE HOSPITALIZED 

AND FOR ALL THOSE  

                       IN NEED OF HEALING:     
 

Happy Aboflan,  Jeff Adkisson, Nancy Adkisson,  
Ruth Brooks, Debbie Cornelius, Laura Fazio,  
Maria Tran Thi Gioi, Arnie Heuvelman, Lili Huelman,  
Theresa Johnson, Sr. Dorothy Ann Katke, Carol King,  
Sr. Bea Klebba, Chuck Loeb, Michelle Mondello, Betty Mues,  
Debbie Perotta, Tom Roche, Teresita Sanchez, “Corky” Schultz, 
Shirley Tabaka, Tracy Unger, Ray Winkeler. 

 

St. Pius will have our Spring Blood Drive on Sunday,  
March 29th from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 pm.   

This drive is in honor of Shirley Tabaka. 

 

Shirley is receiving blood transfusions as part of her ongoing 
treatment. Please consider donating blood as a way to say 
Thank you to Shirley for her years of service to St Pius.  
The Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center (MVRBC) will be 
in Singler Hall.      Thanks so much.    

To sign up or if you have questions, call  
Mary Heidbreder at 314-369-6939  

 
To schedule an appointment online: 

www.bloodcenter.org      sponsor code 9248 

 ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 

might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him.”  

John 3:16-17 

The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all Catholics, so that we too 

might have eternal life. Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:  

 

All Fridays of Lent and Good Friday (April 10, 2020) are days of abstinence (refraining from meat) for all Catholics from age 

14 onwards.  On Good Friday, fast, as well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59.  

Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast means one full meal a day, with two  smaller meals and nothing between meals 

(liquids are permitted). No Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this obligation.  

We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance.  

APRIL 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and GOD’S BLESSINGS:   

 

1st Mary Ann Waeltermann; 3rd Arline Schmiedeke;  

11th Sue Clavin, Marion Cronin; 12th Charles Mettlach;  

15th Katy Konzen; 19th Sr. Paulette Weindel, CPPS;  

21st Tim Fortune, Julie Knoepp, Fr. Mike Lydon;  

22nd Irving Van Duyne, Deb Torres; 26th Jeff Mudd 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS  and 

GOD’S BLESSINGS:  6th Vince & Christy Estrada (29 yrs); 

30th Harold & Rosalie Duke ( 60 yrs),  

Tom & Alice Roche ( 28 yrs) 

Thank you for your example of married fidelity! 
 

If you would like to see your birthday and/or anniversary in the 

bulletin, please call the Rectory (772-1525, Ext. 200). 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die.  

John 11:25A, 26 

 

 

   

MASS OFFERINGS  

This week, offerings were given  for  the following intentions:  

Sun Mar 29  Parish Family 

Mon Mar 30  John Tin  † 

Tue Mar 31  Agnes Grajek-Wiltgen  † 

Wed Apr  1  Ken Huelman  † 

Thu Apr  2  Agnes Grajek-Wiltgen  † 

Fri Apr  3   Helen Szczvka  † 

Sun Apr  5  Parish Family 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjNntDT0KffAhWIzIMKHazDBHEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Flifeministriesva.com%2Fprayer-requests%2F&psig=AOvVaw3cT-nj60W6bpK89AXIlDF1&ust=1545162337103818
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He cried out in a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!”  

John 11:43 

Help  Lazarus find the way to Jesus 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 2020  —  Reflection by Fr. Steven  

 

 A woman named Sarah, elderly, lived in a small farmhouse far from the city. One late evening, coming back from a 
visit to her old friend, Sarah lost her balance and accidentally slipped on the ladder of the house and broke her hip. When 
shown to the doctor, being elderly, the problem is not just her hip but others involved because she had had some other 
issues. Now, all combined. Her five kids live in a big city far from home. Now she needs them, but they are in the distance. 

Sarah felt alone.  

 In today’s readings, Jesus is in a distant from Bethany: distant from the three friends he frequently visited and 
enjoyed the company. However, now their brother dies. The two sisters need Jesus right now. Nevertheless, Jesus is far 

away from them. 

 Sarah, in our story, was overjoyed when her kids came back and cared for her. The kids are her kids. They cannot 

forget her, nor neglect her. Sarah is their only mom.  

 Jesus cannot neglect the two sisters and will not. At the same time, there is danger going back to Judea, of course. 
Furthermore, the disciples had a bad experience. On one occasion, people tried to stone Jesus. So, they are unwilling to 

go back. They want to be comfortable in their place, hometown. However, Jesus insisted on going back.  

 Martha and Mary might have hoped that Jesus would come. Nevertheless, they do not know the time. Indeed, Jesus 
was late. It has been four days since Lazarus was buried. Martha even mentioned her disappointment that Jesus does not 

prevent her brother’s death.  

 However, they are not without hope. Jesus raised Lazarus from death.  

 Amidst this coronavirus pandemic, we hope in the Lord. A French Existentialist philosopher Gabriel Marcel said that 

hope is active…hope is not inert or passive…but active patience… 

 He further says that “the only genuine hope is hope in what does not depend on ourselves, hope springing from 

humility and not from pride.” 

  Therefore, we pray with the psalmist. 
 

Psalm 130: 7 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

for with the Lord there is mercy, 

And with him is plenteous redemption. (RSV) 

St. Pius V Catholic Church 

3310 South Grand Boulevard, St. Louis, MO  63118 314-772-1525  •  www.stpiusv.org  
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