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Third Sunday of Easter 
Marie Andrews 

“He was made known to them in the breaking of the Bread.”  I  often 
thought I understood this saying.  Vatican II proclaims Christ is truly 
present in the community gathered, in the word proclaimed, in the 
person of the priest and most especailly under the eucharistic species. 

Since I have become a eucharistic minister this reality is  made real 
each time we gather.  It is made real to me when I take communion to 
Mary Bohley.  It is made real to me when we shelter folks on cold 
winter nights.  One year, on Holy Thursday, it was made real to me as 
Christ presented himself as Darlene, a woman in need.  

These realities are always brief encounters.  A moment when I see the 
other as a clear image of God.  But what of my beloved?  Do I see 
Christ in him?  Imagine what joy we would have now if we could 
recognize God in our own.  Since we can’t gather for the breaking of 
the bread what would that look like?  Where would it be?   

For me it happened this Easter Sunday.  At about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, the Red and Black Brass Band entered our neighborhood.  
Upon hearing them I called out to Michael to get his saxaphone and join 
them.  To my delight he grabbed his horn and hurried down the block to 
play with them.  I followed and wept as they played “Stand by Me”.  
What incredible joy to see the breathe of God pouring forth from him as 
he played. The Lord indeed has shown us the path of life and once again 
I dwell in hope. 



Third Monday of Easter 
Dave Murphy 

The entrance antiphon introduces the prevailing theme of the Good 
Shepherd and one’s willingness to lay down one’s life for another. 

The Good Shepherd has risen, 
   Who laid down His life for His sheep 
   and willingly died for His flock, alleluia. 

The 1st Reading (Acts 6:8-15) describes the ministry of Stephen who had 
been working great wonders among the people. Some came forward to 
debate with him but they could not withstand his wisdom. So they seized 
him, and took him before the Sanhedrin to face false witnesses. “Yet all 
those present saw that his face was that of an angel.” The scene reminds 
us of the appearance of the innocent Jesus before the Sanhedrin. 

The second theme is that one does not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes forth from the mouth of God [Mt 4:4], as we see in the 
Gospel reading: John 6:22-29. Here we learn that after the 5,000 had 
been fed, the crowd caught up with Jesus in Capernaum. He told them 
that they had sought Him not because they saw signs, but because their 
bellies were full. We are not to work for food that perishes, however, but 
for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give 
them. They then asked what they could do to accomplish the works of 
God. Jesus replied: “This is the work of God, that you believe in the one 
He sent.” 

                                                                    
Third Tuesday  

of Easter 

Justin Stein 

The first reading today is the story 
of the stoning of St. Stephen, the 
first martyr, around 35 A.D.  

Speaking to the people and the 
elders, he gets very frustrated, 
calling them stiff necked, like their 
ancestors before them, arguing that 
they haven’t listened to the spirit of 
God correctly. Jesus is the righteous 
one the prophets foretold. The 
people get angry and start to stone 
him. 

But Stephen, filled with the Holy 
Spirit and seeing the glory of God 
in heaven, cries out to God to 
receive his spirit and to forgive those who are stoning him. 

This story makes me ponder the challenges the followers of Jesus faced 
early on and through the ages. The example of Stephen being stoned to 
death and asking God to forgive his attackers is profoundly powerful. 
God’s spirit is moving among us today. We need to turn our stiff necks, 
sometimes, to be aware of it.  

May Your Holy Spirit give us strength to serve you today.  Jesus, Bread 
of Life, hear us. 



Image of Philip and the Ethiopian from Decani Monastery, Kosovo. 
http://www.kosovo.net/edecani2.html  

Third Thursday of Easter 
Pamela Skinner 

Today’s	readings	continue	the	theme	of	the	Spirit	that	we	have	been	
hearing	in	the	Easter	season.	In	last	Sunday’s	Gospel	Jesus	
appeared	to	his	disciples,	who	were	fearfully	hiding	in	their	room,	
and	breathed	out	the	Holy	Spirit	upon	them,	in	preparation	to	
sending	them	out	to	spread	the	Gospel	message.	In	today’s	reading	
from	Acts,	we	see	the	fruit	of	that	Spirit	in	action:		Philip,	heading	
out	on	his	mission	to	spread	the	message	of	Jesus,	is	Dirmly	directed	
by	that	Spirit	to	approach	a	speciDic	person.	But	doesn’t	it	seem	that	
the	Ethiopian	court	ofDicial,	too,	must	have	felt	the	gentle	nudge	of	
that	Spirit,	opening	scripture	at	that	exact	moment	to	read	the	
words	of	the	prophet	foretelling	the	Messiah?	What	a	perfect	
coincidence	of	one	ready	to	receive	with	one	ready	to	give.	I	
wonder…today	am	I	the	Ethiopian	ofDicial,	ready	to	hear	the	
message	of	the	newly-resurrected	Jesus?	Or	am	I	Philip,	out	on	my	
Dirst	mission	ready	to	share	the	greatest	of	all	Good	News?	Oh	Holy	
Spirit,	breath	of	God,	help	me	to	be	both	receiver	and	giver	of	your	
Gospel	message.	

Third 
Wednesday of  
Easter 
Daine Huck

Stephen has just been martyred.  Saul leads a major persecution 
against the Christians in Jerusalem.  Some are imprisoned, others 
are forced from home and flee to the surrounding areas.  All 
because they believe in the Resurrected Christ, Son of God. 

But the story takes an unexpected twist.  The believers who are 
scattered to other places continue to preach the word and live the 
life they took on in Jesus.  And more people follow them and 
come to believe.  The actions Saul took to dismantle the Christian 
community ultimately only made it stronger, adding to their 
numbers. 

While most of us have not experienced a dramatic persecution 
because of our faith, we do all experience obstacles in our faith 
journeys.  Difficult life situations... times of spiritual emptiness... 
periods when it feels like prayer is not heard by a silent God.      
Holding onto the faith we've known can be challenging, our 
resolve “scattered”.  Yet it is often in these dark times that God is 
most present to us, leading us through the emptiness to a greater 
strength, an enlightened spirit, a faith that brings joy to our hearts 
and spreads out to the world. 

http://www.kosovo.net/edecani2.html
http://www.kosovo.net/edecani2.html


Third Friday of Easter 
Helene Rueffer, CPPS 

St. Joseph the Worker Feast Day 
is celebrated on May 1st each 
year.  It was established by Pope 
Pius XII in 1955. 

Since it is an optional memorial, 
the liturgy of the Easter Season 
supersedes it.  As a result, there is 
no mention of St. Joseph in any 
of the prayers or readings of the 
day. 

The first reading: Acts of the 
Apostles: 9:1-20 relates Saul’s 
traumatic conversion from a 
persecutor of the Christians into a 
dynamic Apostle of the faith. St. 
Joseph’s mission was given to 
him in a dream, but it was not 
free of worries and doubts.  Joseph accepted his role, a very important 
one in Salvation History.  

In the Gospel: John: 6:52-59, Jesus preaches in the temple about the 
necessity of eating His Body and Blood to possess His life.  Joseph’s 
acceptance of his role in the Divine Plan that is: raising, nurturing and 
providing for Jesus during his childhood paved the way for Jesus’s 
mission.  As a result, we have inherited the Eucharist and the Promise of 
Eternal Life. 

During this coronavirus pandemic, millions of jobs have been lost and 
many workers are becoming desperate to pay their bills and provide food 
and other necessities for their families.  St. Joseph is the patron saint of 
carpenters, builders, and all workers, as well as of the dying, marriages, 
fatherhood, house sales and finances. Let us pray to St. Joseph during 
these difficult times, so that we might be restored to peace and joy.     

Third Saturday of Easter 
Aliche Roche 

With the Lord, anything is possible!! 
In the first reading, Peter prayed to God, and Aeneas was cured of his 
illness, and Dorcas was brought back to life.  Many people came to 
believe in Jesus. 

In the Gospel, many of Jesus's followers turned their backs on Jesus, 
because they did not understand what Jesus was trying to teach them. 

We need to trust in God, and be patient.  God has His plans for us, and 
they will happen in God's time, not ours.  God's will for us is always 
good. 

If these reflections aid you in your prayer please 
consider submitting a reflection contact Marie 
Andrews at alleluiagirl@yahoo.com or 776-3912. 
It could be annoymous if you like.


