
 
Seventh Sunday of Easter                                                    Kevin Wells 

As we reflect on the Scriptures for the Feast of the Ascension, we may 
be drawn to the feelings that the disciples who witnessed it may have 
been experiencing: “Where are you going, Lord?  Why are you leaving 
us?  We need you – now more than ever…”  In these times, especially, 
we may feel abandoned, isolated, and left behind.  The men who then 
suddenly appear to the disciples say, “Why are you standing there 
looking at the sky?”  Almost as if to say “Go, there is work to be 
done…”  We are also called to do the work of the Gospel in our daily, 
even our daily shelter at home, lives. 

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians (and for us) offers encouragement in this 
work:  “May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope that belongs to His call…”  We have needed to learn 
different ways of working, of shopping, of living with one another, of 
seeing, of hoping, that we haven’t been used to.  May we see with the 
eyes of our hearts. 

Finally, we need not be afraid that Jesus has abandoned us…  If we see 
with the eyes of our hearts, we will see his presence in the care and 
sacrifice people are showing for one another; in the new opportunities 
for prayer we discover; in our reliance on God’s providence and love.   
Jesus says to us, as he said to his disciples, “Behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the ages.” 
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Seventh Tuesday of Easter 
Chritsy Hicks 

Paul and Jesus are men filled with love for the ones entrusted to their 
care in the readings today. Though their missions are somewhat 
different, they take great care to etch the gospel messages into our 
hearts. 

In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Paul speaks to the 
presbyters of the Church in Ephesus, imparting his wisdom before 
going to Jerusalem where he believed imprisonment and hardships 
await. In a similar way, the gospel lets us hear Jesusâ€™ words to 
Abba, imploring God to become known by his disciples through him. 
And we catch Jesus at prayer during his earthly life before his mission 
is completed. 

If we listen well, we can sense an invitation to know how much God 
loves us. Both men in our readings were open to the hardships 
necessary to pass the light of the gospel onto us. Can we sense the love 
God draws us toward and invites us into during these days leading up 
to Pentecost? 

Spend a few moments today in the presence of our Beloved One: Jesus, 
Sophia/Holy Spirit, Abba. Listen to the voice who knows you most 
intimately and let God love you. A bountiful rain you showered down, 
O God, upon your inheritance. If and when we know our belovedness, 
are we willing to pass along and share the light of God with our 
struggling world?

Seventh Monday of Easter 
Barb Geers, SSND 

This Scripture passage comes near the end of the Last Discourse of 
Jesus to his disciples.  It occurs before the death of Jesus.  Jesus warns 
his disciples that trouble is coming.  He is referring to how he will be 
taken captive and led away for crucifixion.  He tells them that when 
that time comes they will run away in fear.  Jesus directs them to “take 
courage” for he has “conquered the world”.  Through his death and 
resurrection Jesus overcame the force of sin and evil by which he 
conquered the world.  We live in a troubled world and perhaps there are 
times when we run away in fear.  There are areas in our world plagued 
by wars, political unrest, gun violence in our cities, and now a world-
wide pandemic that reaches across cultures, genders, age groups from 
the very young to our oldest and wisest.  There are many ordinary 
people witnessing the spirit of Jesus in these uncertain times.  We see 
those risking their lives and those using their gifts to brighten up 
someone’s day.  Yes, Jesus, we do believe that you have risen and are 
present in our struggling world.  “Take courage”! 

Today we observe Memorial Day.  We remember the courageous men 
and women who have given their lives for our country.  May they rest 
in peace. 



Seventh Thursday of Easter  
Carly Sanderson 

“Father, they are your gift to me. I wish that where I am they also may 
be with me, that they may see my glory that you gave me, because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world.” 

This verse brings to mind the love I have for my children. As a parent, I 
love these children fiercely -- I would stop at nothing to protect them 
and better guide them through this world so that they experience the joy 
of God’s love. Yes, there are times when they drive me to tears of 
frustration (like the time my toddler decided that our hand towel needed 
to be washed in the toilet), but I am easily overcome with love and 
forgiveness when they apologize, or even just give me a cute smile. 
They are the “gift” that God gave to me, and in today’s gospel, we are 
reminded that we are the 
“gift” that God gave to 
Jesus. I a’m filled with 
peace and joy because 
Jesus loves us more 
perfectly than I could 
ever love my children -- 
what a comfort to this 
weary and imperfect 
heart. Yes, there will be 
decisions that we make 
in our lives that leave 
God shaking his head, 
but He will be there 
ready to guide us back 
to the right path, even 
more so than any 
imperfect parent of this 
world. 

Seventh Wednesday  
of Easter 
Christy Estrada 

Truth. 
And not just truth, but 
consecrated in truth. 
Jesus said 
“Consecrate them in the truth. 
Your word is truth. 
As you sent me into the world, 
so I sent them into the world. 
And I consecrate myself for 
them, 
so that they also may be 
consecrated in truth.” 
I wonder about truth. It feels 
nebulous, even slippery.  
I yearn for it to be a tangible and 
immovable thing. I crave the gut-
wrenching, no-soul -searching-
required kind of truth that cannot 
be denied.  
Undeniable truth. 
Yet, here I swim in the murky 
gray waters of a truth. Not the 
one truth. 
I long for clarity. My clarity. 
Your clarity. Our collective 
clarity. 
How is it possible that we bear witness to the same suffering, but don’t see it the 
same? 
Often we cannot even agree on the victim and the perpetrator of pain. Therefore, 
resolution or hope of reparation are out of reach. 
So I welcome this prayer for consecrated truth.  
As I begin to focus in on what I believe and know to be true, I land on this: 
We are powerless. This pandemic crisis has revealed our utter powerlessness.  
A spiky microbe has sent the global community to its knees. 
We are one community. We are living one shared experience. Perhaps more than 
any other lesson this pandemic has provided it is this: we are in it together. Let’s 
once and for all acknowledge this truth: our interconnectedness. Your behaviors 
are ripples that touch me and mine touch you.  
We are wading through these waters together, as fractious as they are.  
That in of itself feels holy and sacred.  
That is a consecrated truth.



 

Seventh Friday of Easter 
Leslie Dao 

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus says to Simon Peter three times “do 
you love me”? This was after Peter had denied Him three times. We all 
know that Peter loves Jesus dearly, but in his weakness, he has failed 
Jesus. Despite all this, Jesus still wants Peter to confess his love for 
Him. He wants to heal and restore Peter’s wounded heart. Isn’t this 
wonderful news for all of us? All of us have failed him from time to 
time; and it is so assuring to know that he will not abandon us. His love 
for us is unconditional and he will seek to restore our wounded hearts. 

When Jesus asked Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” Not only does He wants Peter to confess his love. He wants 
Peter to “love Him more than anything else”. The word “these” can be 
interpreted as family, wealth, prestige, or anything, which we hold 
dearly in our heart. The things that can influence and shape our lives. 
Jesus wants us to love Him wholeheartedly, just as He wholeheartedly 
loves us, even to the point of sacrificing His life for us. He does not 
want us to profess on the lips only; he wants us to be practical. That is 
why every time Peter said, “You know that I love you”, Jesus would say, 
“Feed my lambs”, “Tend my sheep”, and “Feed my sheep”. Love is not 
just a word you say casually when being asked. When you truly love 
someone, you would do anything to make that person happy. If today 
Jesus says to you “____________, do you love me more than these”? 
What would your answer be? Are you ready to give up your life and 
“Follow Him”?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn2RlqE84v4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn2RlqE84v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fn2RlqE84v4
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Seventh Saturday of Easter 
John Sanderson 

Today’s readings remind me that our Catholic faith is not just a set of 
abstract ideas, but a tangible and communal reality. In Acts 28, Luke 
describes Paul’s time in Rome, and mentions, almost as a side note, that 
Paul stayed two years and “received all who came to him and … 
proclaimed the Kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Paul could have written all the precepts of the faith down and left the 
document in Rome for the church to refer to, but instead, he shared the 
good news through personal relationships and direct conversations. In the 
same way, John gives a personal testimony that he has seen the things that 
were written about, and he knows they are true. I’m reminded by both 
Paul and John in these readings that the doctrine of Christianity is not 
something for me to encounter as I would academic material in a 
textbook. Instead, real people – in this case two great saints – are reaching 
out to me personally to explain that they have seen and heard and 
experienced amazing things, and that they know a person – Jesus – who 
they want me to come to know and love as well. Reflecting on these 
readings, I’m thinking of ways I can step out from my personal bubble 
behind a computer screen, and spend more time interacting with friends 
and inviting them to come to know Christ and his church.
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Pentecost

Gen Cassani, SSND

Additional thanks to Deb Torres for posting on the website, 
Joe Roach for posting on facebook and Marie Andrews for 
organizing, finding some images, doing layouts and printing. 

Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 
to our reflectors.



My brother-in law Bill Beard (d. Oct, 2020 designed the Newman Center 
chapel at the University of Missouri in Columbia, MO. He asked 
architectural glass artist, Elizabeth Deveraux to design the Holy Spirit 
window, which is called “GATHER US IN” after the song.   

Elizabeth said of the challenge:  “How do you put into form that which is 
invisible... How do you make a visual suggestion where the viewer could 
take away the “presence” of the Spirit, which could be different for all of 
us and different each time we bring our lives to it. I’d say she met the 
challenge and exceeded it. 
 “and he breathed on them …” 
At the beginning of God’s creating, the Divine Creating Power is 
described as the breath of God or a mighty wind hovering over the chaos 
with Love.  Breath - invisible, Wind -invsible, yet felt and real . . .
 SPEND TIME WITH THIS Window CREATION .  .  . letting it 
speak to you 
 What does the inward/outward movement in the design reveal of 
the Holy Spirit of God alive in your life?  How do the colors she chose 
add to this revelation?  
 Send your response to gcassani@ssndcp.org  

and I will find a way to share them among us. Thank you, S. Gen 

Feast of Pentecost 
Gen Cassani, SSND 

LOVE INDWELLING - LOVE OVERFLOWING 

“It was evening…” 
It is not yet night. Imagine the light of day as it fades into liminal space, 
described as a time where there is a sense of being on the verge of 
something. The disciples hunker down inside. We huddle in our homes 
waiting for something, something to end a virus that globally and locally 
threatens and disrupts unlike anything we have ever known. This 
common experience of human suffering, isolation, fear, uncertainty, 
confusion, loneliness wraps its arms around us and our sense of 
interdependence, of knowing oneness is hard to deny. We are a 
complete Whole. THIS is OUR REALITY.  

“Jesus came and stood among them …” 
John’s gospel reveals it was in a time of fear and unknowing that Jesus 
came, stood among the disciples, offered peace, sent them from their 
locked doors into their world with the powerful Indwelling Presence of 
the Spirit of Love to accompany them. And now the same Spirit sends 
us, the community of faith at St. Pius V to continue the mission of Jesus.  
Listen with all your heart . . .  how we are called to live the mission?  

“and he breathed on them …” 
At the beginning of God’s creating, the Divine Creating Power is 
described as the breath of God or a mighty wind hovering over the 
chaos with Love to recreate and restore. It is the same Indwelling Love 
of Creator God, Jesus, and Spirit who breathes on us, in us and invites 
us to ACKNOWLEDGE and RECEIVE the Spirit. 

“COME, COME be our inspiration, 
our wisdom, and strength in all that life brings, 

that we may live as fully as we can, 
LOVE INDWELLING OVERFLOWING in 

an ever-renewing ever-evolving world.	


