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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Helena Monahan, CCVI 

The	Scriptures	of	“Good	
Shepherd	Sunday,”	offer	words	
of	tremendous	hope	and	
challenge	for	all	of	us.	They	promise	“abundant	life.”	

Somewhere	in	my	upbringing,	I	was	taught	that	sheep	were	sort	of	dumb	
animals	who	followed	a	shepherd	blindly.		The	Scriptures	today	offer	a	
different	message.		Sheep	are	probably	smarter	than	we	are.		They	do	“not	
follow	a	stranger.”	They	will	run	away	from	him	or	her,	because	“they	do	not	
recognize	the	voice	of	a	stranger.”		Sheep	are	able	to	discern	the	truth!	

Today	I	ask	myself	if	I	am	able	to	discern	truth.		Can	I	listen	to	the	conflicEng	
voices	screaming	at	me	each	day?		Do	I	have	the	discipline	to	search	out	
what	is	true	and	what	is	not?		Do	I	realize	how	important	that	discernment	
and	my	voice	are	to	future	generaEons?	

John’s	Gospel	says	that	“Whoever	enters	through	me	will	be	saved,	and	will	
come	in	and	go	out	and	find	pasture.”		Do	I	comprehend	Jesus’s	words:	“I	
am	the	gate.		Whoever	enters	through	me	will	be	saved.”		God	created	
every	person.		That	means	I	must	recognize	every	person	as	an	incarnaEon	
of	the	Divine,	worthy	of	dignity	and	respect.	EVERY	PERSON.		I	am	not	
privileged	in	any	way	by	what	birth	or	society	offer	me.	I	must	claim	my	
God-given	capacity	and	wisdom	to	“have	life	and	have	it	more	abundantly.”		
If	I	do,	will	I	use	my	power	to	share	that	abundant	life	with	everyone	else	I	
meet	and	know?	



Fourth Tuesday 
of Easter 
Melody Gee 

“If you are the 
Messiah, tell us 
plainly,” those at 
the temple implore 
Jesus. They want 
Jesus to end their 
suspense and tell 
them, for certain, 
who he is. And 
they want it said in 
words they will 
understand. I sympathize with their unease. Even before COVID-19, I 
too longed for certainty and the feeling of control it offers.  

When accused of being cryptic, perhaps even of withholding the truth, 
Jesus responds that he has already spoken with works and words, but 
only his sheep can hear his voice. The images of shepherd and sheep in 
Jesus’ time are very different from ours, steeped in tenderness and care 
rather than mindless following. The shepherd of Jesus’ day would often 
corral his flock overnight with several others for safety. In the morning, 
each shepherd would call out, and his sheep, recognizing his voice, 
would follow. The sheep have trusted while in the darkness that they 
will be called in the morning by a voice deeply familiar and filled with 
love. 

When the gathered ask Jesus to speak plainly, they are asking for words 
designed to fit their worldview. But Jesus can only speak in words 
meant to transform their world. That is the voice offering eternal life, 
the voice his followers recognize. I’d like to think that Jesus is not 
excluding these listeners from his flock but inviting them. He doesn’t 
say, “you are not my sheep,” but rather that “you are not among my 
sheep.” Perhaps we learn to hear differently from those we choose to be 
near, those with whom we flock to endure the darkness and wait to be 
called. 

Fourth Monday of Easter 
Michael Stephan 

Peter’s ‘family’ wanted an explanation as to why he was socializing 
with non-Jews, or people unlike their own homogenous group.  Peter 
explained that while he was praying he had a vision (the Spirit visited).  
In that vision he saw animals, beasts and birds.  The voice from the 
vision told him to slaughter and eat these animals.  Peter resisted 
because he thought the animals were unclean.  The voice persisted and 
again told him that ‘whatever God has made clean, you are not to call 
unclean.’ 

Everyone, without discrimination, can be made clean by God.  ‘God has 
granted life-giving repentance to everyone.’  The Spirit can touch 
everyone, it is not just for a chosen group. Prejudice is not in God’s 
vision, nor should it cloud ours.  If God wants everyone to live life more 
abundantly and to be able to enter the kingdom, why can’t we treat all 
people that we encounter in the same manner? 

Look past the veneer of the unclean person wearing raggedy clothes, 
look past the veneer of the person of color, of sexual orientation, of 
wealth, of views unlike yours.  We/they are deserving of everything God 
has given us to enjoy. It is not for us to say.  This can be hard to do but 
the Spirit will help us.  If we do this our lives will be overflowing with 
abundance. 



Fourth  Wednesday of  Easter 
Paulette Weindell, CPPS 

The Spirit is on the move! The opening antiphon sets the stage for our 
reflection today. 

“I will praise you Lord, among the nations. I will tell of your name to my 
kin, alleluia (Ps18) 

 So begins the mission of Jesus SENT by God to preach the GOOD 
NEWS by word and deed: “I have come NOT to CONDEMN, but to 
SAVE. There will be a price to paid in preaching this GOOD NEWS. The 
GOOD NEWS is a source of great joy and of great resistance! (Gospel) 

In the first reading Barnabas and Saul are also commissioned by the 
community in Antioch (Turkey) and SENT through the Spirit to get a 
move on it and preach the GOOD NEWS go all the nations. Their 
preaching would also elicit great joy and great resistance. 

What is the GOOD NEWS for us today, personally and globally, as all 
the nations are  suffering from this fearful pandemic that affects every 
aspect of our lives?  What is the GOOD NEWS we are sent to share with 
our kin? The GOOD NEWS will also elict great joy and great resistance 
personally and globally. 

May the GOOD NEWS of 
SALVATION be a source of 
HOPE and transformation for us 
personally and globally. May we 
become the GOOD NEWS of 
transformation in our suffering 
world.   

O GOD, IN YOUR MERCY, 
SAVE US! 

Fourth Thursday of Easter 
Vegina Gray 

Lord, Thank You For Hearing Me, Your Ears Are Open To The 
Musings Of My Heart, The Longings Of My Soul, An The 
Questions Of My Mind. There Is Nobody Else In My Life Who 
Promise To Hear Every Part Of Me. Even In My Most InSecure 
Moments, I Utter words I know will reach your heart. I dwell on 
worries  my friends would not take seriously. I have fears that 
brought up in daily conversations Would Sound unreasonable, 
yet You listen. It Is A gift to be vulnerable with the Creater. You 
are my Master, yet I can come to you with the simplest needs or 
concerns.  As Your Child, I seek Your Will And Your Response.  
As My Father, You Listen.




Fourth  Friday of Easter 
Tom Brinkman 

“You are my child.  This day I have begotten you.” 
As God promises in the second psalm and Paul repeats in Acts, we are 
God’s children.  Making a safe, welcoming home is one of the most 
loving things a parent can do for a child.  We all need a place where we 
belong.  Jesus tells us that we are welcome in our Father’s home with 
him.  We have nothing to worry about because there is abundance, 
many dwelling places and room for all.  He is going there before us to 
get our own individual place ready for us – a place where all are 
welcome, where we all belong.  How wonderful that Jesus not only 
invites us, but personally comes to take us there, “so that where I AM, 
you also may BE”. 

Jesus reminds us to have faith in his Father and in him.  But we are like 
Thomas and need help to believe.  We want to know the way.  So, Jesus 
comes to us in our doubts as well and shows us.  He sweeps away the 
confusion and clarifies the message beyond any doubt.  “I AM the way 
and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  He loves us perfectly and wants to be sure we do not get lost on 
the way home. 

Fourth 
Saturday 
of Easter 
Patti 
Salomone 

In 
today’s first 
reading 
from Acts 
of the 
Apostles, 
Paul and 
Barnabas 
preach the 
Word to two different groups. The Jews, and  the Gentiles, are given a 
choice of whether or not to accept salvation. The Jews reject the Word 
and force Paul and Barnabas out of their city. The Gentiles “glorified” 
the Word and “all who were destined for eternal life came to believe”.   

The Responsorial Psalm tells us “All the ends of the earth have 
seen the saving power of God”.  Everyone has been given the choice of 
belief or disbelief.  

Jesus reassures the disciples that they have seen the Father 
because they know Jesus. Yet Phillip, even after spending all this time 
with Jesus, is still in a state of disbelief.  Jesus tells him “whoever 
believes in me will do the works that I do and will do greater ones than 
these”. Greater works than Jesus? How can this be? Again, Jesus tries 
to overcome the disbelief by telling the disciples “whatever you ask in 
my name, I will do”. The choice is there- believe, trust in Jesus, and do 
works greater than Jesus or remain ineffective in the disbelief. 

  We can choose the saving power of God or wallow in our  
disbelief.  Jesus has reassured us that He will do whatever we ask of 
Him in His name. Do we believe this is true? Do we trust Jesus at His 
word? Will we make the right choice? 




